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                                                          25 June 2012 

 

To: 

 Mr. El Hadji Malick Sow, Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention 

 

 Mr. Olivier de Frouville, Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or 

Involuntary Disappearances 

 

 Mr. Frank La Rue, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right 

to freedom of opinion and expression 

  

 Ms. Margaret Sekaggya, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

defenders 

 

 Mr. Juan Mendez, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment 

 

     *  * * * 

 

 Chinese Human Rights Defenders (CHRD) hereby respectfully submits comments 

on a reply by the Chinese Government (“Government”) concerning the detentions of 

Mr. ZHU Yufu (朱虞夫) and Mr. YUAN Xinting (袁新亭), and “coercive actions” taken 

against other individuals, namely Ms. LI Tiantian (李天天), Mr. LIU Dejun (刘德军), Mr. 

WEI Shuishan (魏水山), and Mr. LI Hai (李海). The Government reply, dated July 15, 

2011, is referenced in the (Joint) Communications Report of Special Procedures, 9 

September 2011 (A/HRC/18/51).
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Mr. ZHU Yufu  

 

 As an initial matter, CHRD would like to take this opportunity to provide an 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Detention/Pages/WGADIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Detention/Pages/WGADIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disappearances/Pages/DisappearancesIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disappearances/Pages/DisappearancesIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Torture/SRTorture/Pages/SRTortureIndex.aspx
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update on the case of Zhu Yufu since the Government’s reply. In July 2011, Zhu’s wife 

submitted an application seeking bail for her husband due to his poor health, but the 

application was not granted. Zhu has suffered from several illnesses, including 

hypertension, high cholesterol, gallstones, and other health problems.  Mr. Zhu was 

tried in the Hangzhou City Intermediate People’s Court in Zhejiang Province on 

January 31, 2012. On February 10, 2012, the court convicted Zhu of “inciting 

subversion of state power” and sentenced him to seven years’ imprisonment followed 

by three years of deprivation of civil and political rights. Zhu’s lawyer Li Dunyong 

visited him at the Shangheng District Detention Center on May 7 for about two hours, 

and reported that Zhu’s health seemed fair.  On May 10, Zhu was transferred to 

Zhejiang Provincial No. 4 Prison on May 10, 2012, to serve his prison sentence about a 

week after the Hangzhou City High People’s Court upheld his conviction. 

 With Zhu now imprisoned for the third time, CHRD (among many others) 

believes that his detention is in retaliation for his longtime activism, which dates back 

to the Democracy Wall movement of the late 1970s. Zhu’s initial detention in 2011 and 

subsequent conviction were also part of the widespread crackdown on activists, 

lawyers, and other rights defenders that followed online calls in China for “Jasmine 

rallies” in February 2011. 

 In its decision convicting Zhu, the court stated that Zhu had, among other alleged 

offenses, collected funds for prisoners who “endanger state security,” incited people to 

overthrow China’s socialist system, and expressed views that identified him as part of 

the illegal China Democracy Party. The court also cited a poem, “It’s Time,” that Zhu 

wrote and shared during online calls for Jasmine protests in early 2011, as well as 

interviews he had given. Zhu’s actions were nothing other than the proper exercise of 

Zhu’s legally protected rights as a Chinese citizen.  

 

Mr. YUAN Xinting  

 

In its response, the Chinese Government states that Mr. Yuan was put under “home 

confinement” (or in the Chinese “residential surveillance” (jianshi juzhu)) on suspicion 

of “subversion of state power” and, as of the date of the reply, was still “under further 

investigation.”  His incommunicado detention, which CHRD sources indicate ended 

in July 2011, occurred as part of the crackdown on civil society launched by the 

Chinese government following the Arab Spring and anonymous online calls in 

February of 2011for Jasmine rallies in China. The crackdown was used by officials as a 

pretext to target many longtime activists and dissidents, including Yuan.  

 CHRD sources indicated that Yuan was reportedly seized in early March after 

going to a hospital in Guangzhou City to look for Mr. Liu Shihui, a human rights lawyer, 
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who had been brutally beaten on February 20 for attempting to take part in a “Jasmine 

stroll.”  We believe that authorities detained Yuan not only because he is a human 

rights defender, but specifically because he was trying to assist fellow human rights 

defender, Mr. Liu.  

 

Ms. LI Tiantian, Mr. LIU Dejun, Mr. WEI Suishan, Mr. LI Hai 

 Four other individuals whose situations received a reply from the Government 

were also detained during the crackdown on activists, lawyers, and other rights 

defenders that followed calls in China for Jasmine protests in February 2011.  CHRD 

believes that these individuals were subjected to “coercive measures” in retaliation for 

their human rights work.  

 Ms. Li Tiantian, a Shanghai-based human rights lawyer, was disappeared and 

harassed by police between February 19 and May 24, 2011. Police who seized Li also 

searched her residence and confiscated two computers. After a day of police 

questioning, Li was placed in illegal “residential surveillance” in an unknown location 

and without notification given to her family. For the three-month duration of her 

detention, Li was held in a windowless room, from which she was let out only for 

interrogations at a nearby police station regarding her reposting of messages related to 

the Jasmine protests in China. Police refused to let her hire an attorney, telling her that 

“the law is not a shield.” Police also threatened to beat her and lock her up in an “iron 

cage” if she failed to cooperate with them. On May 24, 2011, Li was flown back to her 

hometown in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. The following day, Li 

explained her “absence” on her blog in a post entitled, “May 24: I Was Discharged from 

the Hospital.” Her blog was subsequently shut down.  

 Mr. Liu Dejun (刘德军), a Beijing-based activist, was kidnapped, tortured, and 

detained between February 27 and May 13, 2011. During this period, police searched 

the home (and computer) of his sister, in Wuhan City, Hubei Province on three 

occasions; they also searched items left there by Mr. Liu. Officers did not provide any 

legal notification to Liu’s sister regarding his disappearance, and officers in Beijing and 

Wuhan contacted by the family refused to provide any information about Liu’s 

whereabouts. 

 Mr. Wei Shuishan (魏水山), a Zhejiang Province-based dissident and member of 

the banned China Democracy Party, was criminally detained on March 5, 2011, 

though as of the summer of 2011, Wei’s family had not received a formal detention 

notice. As of early 2012, Wei was reportedly still disappeared. To date, CHRD has no 

further information about Wei’s situation or whereabouts.  

 Mr. Li Hai (李海), a Beijing-based dissident and activist, was criminally detained 

on February 26, 2011, by police in Chaoyang District for “creating a disturbance.” Li 
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was released on bail on April 2011. A student leader at Beijing University during the 

1989 pro-democracy demonstrations, Li later served nine years in prison for his 

pro-democracy activities and advocacy on behalf of victims of the Tiananmen 

Massacre. Li has continued his activism since his release in 2004, and in retaliation has 

been repeatedly harassed, threatened, and detained by authorities.  

 

 Please do not hesitate to contact CHRD if you have any questions about our 

response to the Government’s reply in the urgent appeals regarding Mr. Zhu Yufu, Mr. 

Yuan Xinting, Ms. Li Tiantian, Mr. Li Dejun, Mr. Wei Shuishan, and Mr. Li Hai.  

 

Sincerely,  

     /s/       

 

Ms. Renee Xia, International Director  

Chinese Human Rights Defenders (CHRD)  

Tel: +1 240-374-8937  

Email: reneexia@chrdnet.com 

 

                                                      
1
 CHRD will separately submit a response in connection with the Chinese government’s comments about “coercive 

actions” taken against Mr. YAO Lifa, whose case is treated in more detail in A/HRC/19/44. 

 


