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"' In response to why it did not accept recommendation 232 (Germany), the government said, “China implements
the system of regional ethnic autonomy. Ethnic minority areas formulate relevant policies according to their local
characteristics.” UN Human Rights Council, “Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review,
China, Addendum, Views on conclusions and/or recommendations, voluntary commitments and replies presented by
the State under review,” A/HRC/25/5/Add.1, 2014.

2 Recommendation 222 (Austria) is considered “poor” since it assumes conditions that do not exist, including
“measures to allow ethnic minorities to preserve their cultural identity.” The full recommendation reads: “Take
further legislative and practical measures to allow ethnic minorities to preserve their cultural identity, to fully
exercise their human rights and to ensure their participation in decision-making, in accordance with the Chinese
Constitution.”

3 National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China, “About Congress: Local People’s Congress and
Their Standing Committees,” (accessed July 20, 2016),

http://www.npc.gov.cn/englishnpc/about/2007-11/20/content_1373254.htm.

4 Congressional-Executive Commission on China (CECC), 2011 Annual Report, October 10, 2011, pp. 163-164,



https://www.cecc.gov/sites/chinacommission.house.gov/files/2011%20CECC%20Annual%20Report.pdf.
5 See: Article 3, Organic Law of the Villagers Committees of People’s Congress of China (2010 Amendment), (1

e N RIEAER B2 R4 4 285, (1998 amended 2010), http:/www.gov.cn/flfg/2010-10/28/content_1732986.htm

6 Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Concluding Observations on the
Combined Seventh and Eighth Periodic Reports of China, CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/7-8, November 14, 2014, paras.
30-31. See also: CECC, 2015 Annual Report, October 8, 2015, p. 172,
http://www.cecc.gov/sites/chinacommission.house.gov/files/2015%20Annual%20Report.pdf.

7 National Bureau of Statistics, “2014 Statistical Report on The Implementation of the ‘China Women’s
Development Plan 2011-2020” (2014 4 0 E{0 4 & BN E(2011-2020 4F)) S2itilE 48114k 75), November 27,
2015, Chap. 4 Sec. 4, http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/zxfb/201511/t20151127 1282257 .html.

8 “Few Women at High Levels of the Chinese Communist Party: From Jiang Qing, Liu Yandong, to Sun Chunlan”
(Zhonggong gaozeng nuxing shao: cong Jiang Qing, Liu Yandong dao Sun Chunlan), Voice of America, October 26,
2017, https://www.voachinese.com/a/news-few-females-in-china-party-hierarchy-20171025/4086139.html.

? For example, authorities made no changes to the language in the 2015 revisions to the PRC Law on Elections of

the NPC and Local People’s Congresses at All Levels (Election Law) to try to encourage higher female
representation. The language has been the same since 2004, when authorities added an amendment that stipulates
“[a]lmong the deputies to the National People’s Congress and local people’s congresses at various levels, there shall
be an appropriate number of women deputies, and the proportion thereof shall be raised gradually.” Election Law of
the National People’s Congress and Local People’s Congresses at All Levels of the People’s Republic of China (%
BUORAT: e NRILMEEE AN RRFE RS & FZNRARKSELE), (1979, amended 2015),
http://news.xinhuanet.com/legal/2015-08/30/c_128180126.htm.

19 National Bureau of Statistics, “Number of Deputies to All the Previous National People’s Congresses,” China
Statistical Yearbook 2014, 2014, Table 241, http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/2014/indexeh.htm.

' Name List of the 175 Members of the National People’s Congress Standing Committee (175 fi7 4 [ A K # Z 4
Z G144z 44 5, Sohu, March 19, 2018, http://www.sohu.com/a/225833327 203783. The leadership positions include
the Secretary of the Standing Committee.)

12 Women of China, “Quota of Female Members Increased at 13" CPPCC National Committee, January 29, 2018,
http://www.womenofchina.cn/womenofchina/html1/features/politics/1801/4150-1.htm.

13" Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference Net, “Chinese People’s Political Consultative 13% National
Committee Standing Committee Name List” (1 E A RBUAIE S UCGE+ = e ER R &% %R R 4), March
14, 2018, http://www.cppcc.gov.cn/zxww/2018/03/14/ARTI1521024517368985.shtml; Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference Net, CPPCC 13" National Committee (I 1h + =/m & E T A &) (o date),

http://www.cppce.gov.cn/zxww/neweppec/zxld/index.shtml.

!4 The 2010 revisions stipulated that village committees “should” have women members and that women should
make up at least one-third of the total number of representatives on the Villagers® Representatives’ Conference;

China has not even met this meager goal. Article 9, Organic Law of the Villagers Committees of People’s Congress

of China (HH N RLFIE A R Z2 A 4 41).

15 National Bureau of Statistics, “2014 Statistical Report on The Implementation of the ‘China Women’s
Development Plan 2011-2020” (2014 4 1 E{0 4 & BN E(2011-2020 4F)) S2itilE 4114k 75), November 27,
2015, Chap. 4 Sec. 4; Dui Hua Foundation, “Measures on the Custody and Education of Prostitutes and their Clients:
State Council Decree of the People’s Republic of China No. 127,” September 4, 1993,
http://www.duihuaresearch.org/2013/12/custody-and-education-worse-than.html; People’s CPPCC Net, “Village
Committee End of Term Elections Should Raise the Percentage of Women,” (F) 25 £ # Jm 1k 2% N 32 &= £ 1% [k

f511), March 03, 2014, http://www.rmzxb.com.cn/2014qglh/hsy/zz/300930.shtml.

16 Rights Defense Network (RDN), “China Election Monitor (2015), No. 4, Discrimination Against Women in the
Hebei, Beiding Anxin County Government Led Village Election” (41 Ei%E 250122 (2015) 2 PU—[ LR & 22 Hr




EHUFE SR Bl 2850 % (D (2 7)), April 6, 2015, http:/wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/04/2015_6.html;
RDN, “China Election Monitor (2014), No. 63, Guangxi, Guilin, Chuanzhou County Government Let Election
Discriminated Against Women” (1 [E &40 (2014) 25+ =— TSN BBUFTE S A B IR 28K
A <), February 15, 2015, http://wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/02/2014_15.html.

17" State Council National Working Committee on Children and Women, “Summary of the Accomplishments in
Women’s Participation in Politics and Political Life Since the Party’s 18" Party Congress” (Dang de shibada yi lai
wo guo funu canzheng yezheng chengjiu zongshu), September 30, 2017,
http://www.nwcew.gov.cn/2017-09/30/content_178282.htm. People’s Republic of China National Statistics Bureau,
“2016 Statistics Monitoring Report on the China Women’s Development Plan 2011-2020” (2016 4 /1 [E {5 <ok &
MEL(2011-2020 4F)) Guit MR #), October 27, 2017,

http://wap.stats.gov.cn/fb/201710/t20171027 _1546819.html.

18 RDN, “China Election Monitor (2015), No. 4, Discrimination Against Women in the Hebei, Beiding Anxin
County Government Led Village Election” (FF[E &2 W% (2015) Y AR 2 22 BB 8 S IR B ik
ZE A% (B (2 =) ); RDN, “China Election Monitor (2014), No. 63, Guangxi, Guilin, Chuanzhou County
Government Let Election Discriminated Against Women” ({1 EIEZSMEE (2014) Z 8+ =——) FHEEMR S E
BURE SO B £ 25K 15 %0); RDN, “China Election Monitor (2014) No. 60, Henan Ye County
Government-Led Village Election Discriminated Against Women” (7 [EliE 45088 (2014) 2 /N+— g E &
B SRR B 2485010 £0), January 25, 2015, http:/wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/01/2014_25.html.

19 People’s CPPCC Net, “Village Committee End of Term Elections Should Raise the Percentage of Women” (£}
Z2 o At Jm 1 2% N 4R e A PR EE A,

20" National Bureau of Statistics, “2014 Statistical Report on The Implementation of the ‘China Women’s
Development Plan 2011-2020” (2014 4 0 E{0 2 & BN E(2011-2020 4F)) S2itilE 48114k 75), November 27,
2015, Chap. 4 Sec. 4; State Council National Working Committee on Children and Women, “Summary of the
Accomplishments in Women’s Participation in Politics and Political Life Since the Party’s 18" Party Congress”
(Dang de shibada yi lai wo guo funu canzheng yezheng chengjiu zongshu), September 30, 2017; People’s Republic
of China National Statistics Bureau, “2016 Statistics Monitoring Report on the China Women’s Development Plan
2011-2020” (2016 4F {1 EA & & AR E(2011-2020 4F)) Geitaillik#5), October 27, 2017,
http://wap.stats.gov.cn/fb/201710/t20171027 _1546819.html.

21 Asian Development Bank, “Country Gender Assessment: People’s Republic of China,” December 2006, p. 54,
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/institutional-document/32230/cga-prc.pdf.

2 Specifically, China’s political institutions do not conform with the standards set forth in Article 21 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which stipulates that the “will of the people” should be “expressed in
periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage.” Article 21, Universal Declaration on
Human Rights, http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/.

23 Article 46, Election Law of the National People’s Congress and Local People’s Congresses at All Levels of the
People’s Republic of China (FA KA. Fr 4 N RILANE £ E N AR K ST 77 %N RARE K ZEA44E).
24 The criteria made public in the Election Law stipulate that a potential candidate must not have had their political
rights taken away and they are at least 18 years of age. Article 3, Election Law of the National People’s Congress
and Local People’s Congresses at All Levels of the People’s Republic of China (AU kAR : 48 N R AN E 4 F A
AR R AHTT & RN R KR 2L 2575).

25 Other “criteria,” not included in the Election Law are often found in documents discussing the “Five Elect,
Seven Don’t Elect” or “Five Elect, Eight Don’t Elect,” and are raised by local “election work leading small groups”
or other Party or government agencies in several provinces that “disqualify” individuals to run in elections. Officials
who have not strongly implemented higher-level Party Committee directives” or have “outdated thinking” are also
disqualified. RDN, “China Election Monitor Bulletin, (2015), No. 29, A Citizen-Elected Village Chief Sues Ministry
of Civil Affairs Agency for Denying His Eligibility To Run Because He Was Not a Party Member ({250 22 f/j i 2.
TA AT R KA T R B LA 57244 CR3F 28 BE% ), May 8, 2015,
http://wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/05/blog-post_17.html; RDN, “China Election Monitor (2015), No. 11, Hebei
Province Chengde County Government Led Village Elections Illegal,” May 17, 2015,
http://wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/05/2015_17.html; RDN, “China Election Monitor (2015), No. 30, ‘Five Elects,
Eight Don’t Elects,” Violate the Constitution and the Election Law” (W' [E &% WM EE (2015) 2 +—— L& &
7 ELHUMR SR B 282 1), May 17, 2016, http:/wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/05/blog-post_560.html;
RDN, “China Election Monitor (2015) No. 25, Fujian Province, Pingnan County Government Led Resident
Committee Election Suspected of Being Illegal (No. 1)” (T EIEZEMEE (2015) 2 —+ Fi—@ &5 r B BUF 15
SHE RSB (Z—) ), August 17, 2015, http://wqw2010.blogspot.com.br/2015/08/2015_17.html;
RDN, “China Election Monitor (2015) No. 25, Fujian Province, Pingnan County Government Led Resident
Committee Election Suspected of Being Illegal (No. 1)” (T EIEZMEE (2015) 2 —+ Fi—A@ &5 m B BUF 15
SHE RS (Z—) ), August 17, 2015, http://wqw2010.blogspot.com.br/2015/08/2015_17.html;
CECC, 2014 Annual Report, October 9, 2014, p 142,




http://www.cecc.gov/sites/chinacommission.house.gov/files/2014%20annual%20report_0.PDF.

26 CECC, 2014 Annual Report, p 142.

%7 These criteria include having “out of plan” children, participating in “illegal religious activities,” “interfering in
elections” (a charge often used against independent candidates). In addition, local Party committees have issued
rules that do not conform to the Organic Law or had undue influence over, or “led” village committee elections.
RDN, “China Election Monitor (2015), No. 12 (2015), Chinese Communist Party Members From Village
Committee Organization in Yong Nian County Zhenxi Village illegally Led Elections for Village Officials” (71 [E %
HMEE (2015) 2 =+ T—Eg b BEUTE R ER SR W HuEE (Z—) ), May 20, 2015,
http://wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2015/05/2015_20.html; RDN, “China Election Monitor (2014), No. 56, Jinan City,
Central District Government-Led Elections Illegal, Lead to Mass Complaints to Higher-Level Officials” (H7 [ ik %%
WL (2014) 2 Tit78——DF B T h XBUFR S AR 2 5 A IR BV (2= ), December 28, 2014,
http://wqw2010.blogspot.ca/2014/12/2014_28.html; CECC, 2015 Annual Report, pp. 240-241.

8 CHRD interview 2016.

2 CEDAW, Concluding Observations on the Combined Seventh and Eight Periodic Reports of China, para. 30.

30" Javier C. Hernéndez, “’We have a Fake Election’: China Disrupts Local Campaigns,” The New York Times,
November 15, 2016, http:/www.nytimes.com/2016/11/16/world/asia/beijing-china-local-elections.html.

31 In June 2016, government/Party officials in Wukan, Guangdong province detained and later arrested Lin Zulian.
A district court in Foshan City tried Lin on September 9, 2016, and found him guilty of the two bribery counts but
acquitted him of a charge of rigging tenders. Thousands of citizens in Wukan joined mass demonstrations that began
on June 19, 2016, demanding Lin’s release, which peaked at 8,000 in mid-August. Lin Zulian was among the
villager candidates who had been leaders in the 2011 prolonged demonstrations against land seizures and the death
of a villager in custody and were subsequently voted into the village committee in 2012 elections. Yang Fan ($71fil),
“Former Village Chief Sentenced to Three Years and One Months’ Imprisonment for Crimes, Villagers Initiate a
Merchants Strike and Demonstration Activities In Support of Lin Zulian” (3K FIA SC BIREGM 3 1 4NH A
R BT IAT 1% ) FEMRAEAR), Radio Free Asia, September 8, 2016,
http://www.rfa.org/mandarin/yataibaodao/renquanfazhi/yf2-09082016095246.html; Qiao Long, ‘“Jailed Former
Head of China’s Rebel Village Retracts ‘Confession,”” Radio Free Asia, October 12, 2016,
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/wukan-trial-10122016134225.html.

32 CHRD, China Human Rights Briefing September 13-20, 2016,
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